
wpagWBMiBBlPWWWi

The JtenoHMi TflBUflE
ESTABLISHED

PUBLISHED WEEKLY
ONE DCLLAR PER YEAR

INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
KonrTHitt u trtfcere le than by rcsfrtcreil Ml

order or draft on 2cwrcitl miner order express
York m 111 be at the risk of tbe sender

AccnU Tub Natiomai Tjubcne has many

volunteer canvassers and they are irencraliy iionrsi

and faithful tut persons who conlide Uieir tubscnp

tloni to them must be their own Judies of their
responsibility The paper will bo tent only ou the

receipt of the subscription price

Addreun ItciicnnW etc Addresses will be

changed as often as desiied but each subscriber

ihould la e try case sive the old u nidi as the new

address
Corrctpoiidriicc Corrcspondence Is solicited

from every section In regard to Grand Army fconsoi

Veterans Tension and Military matters and letters

to the Editor lll receive piotupt attention

Write on oxi sick of the paper only We do not

return communications or manuscripts unless they
to that effect and theare accompanied by a request

necessary postage and under no circumstances spur

antee their publication at any special date

Address all communications to

THE NATIONAL TFtBUNE Washington D C

AS SECOND CLASS KATTEH
IMtFEO AT VASH1TGTON FOSTCFFICE

john Mcelroy kobert w seoppell
byron andrews

WASHINGTON D C JULY 10 1900

OSce 339 Pennsylvania Avenue N W

national Tuiuusi iikaiiquakti
THE

ters at

1S77J

always

National- tkiiiuxe Hcadqiiar
Cliicairo during the National En

will be in Parlor K Palmer
IIUlUlJUiCllL

House ana an cornraues un u v1

families are cordially invited to call ami
make themselves at home They can
make appointment to meet their friends
there and have their mail sent to that room
in our care

THE CKISIS IX CHINA

There can be scarcely any exaggera

tion of the awful gravity of the situa-

tion

¬

in China
No doubt can longer exist that theic

has been committed the foulest crime in

all history the massacre of all the For-

eign

¬

Ministers with their wives and chil

Hren and those of their attaches The

world has never known such a gigantic

crime as this There is also little doubt

that this was accompanied by tortures
and outrages that are beyond description

A splendid American regiment gal-

lantly

¬

advancing to the rescue has been

cut to pieces with the lamentable loss or

fine soldiers
This brings us face to face with a crisis

which we must met in the old time Amer¬

ican way with unconquerable courage

and determination Not only our Na-

tional

¬

honor and dignity are involved but
every interest of Christianity and Civili-

zation

¬

The whole civilized world Is

aroused and we must do our full share
for the sake of Christianity and human¬

ity Our share must be proportionate to
our strength our wealthy our resources

our interests our civilization our prox-

imity

¬

to the scene In other words our
chare must be the principal one as the
greatest Christian and civilized power on

earth
In the face of this awful crisis the

voice of querulous cavil and carping crit-

icism

¬

should be dumb No matter what
is alleged to have led up to this monstrous

crime there should bo only one voice as
to how we should deal with it The whole

American people should be a mighty Jinit
In demanding that Christianity and hu-

manity

¬

shall be vindicated and soulless

barbarism be repressed no matter what
the cost

The Administration is acting with
commendable vigor and hurrying forward
about 11000 men to China It should
call for at least 100000 men to be ready
to immediately follow them if these
should not prove to be sullicient This

no time for small men and half way

measures Severe economy of blood and
treasure demands that there should be no
floubt about the sufficiency of the force

rent We have got the work to do and

the more men we send now the fewer we

shall have to send later One hundred
thousand men now will be better than
1000000 men in six montbsj The Ad-

ministration
¬

can have at least 100000
fairly trained men immediately anil it
should avail itself of them and rise to the
level of one of the greatest emergencie
in all history

Hon W P BrowxLOW of Tennessee
who inflicted such a crushing defeat on
Henry Clay Evans is attracting National
attention as a capable political leader and
the head of the Republican party in the
South He is only 48 years of age but
5as accomplished wonders for himself in
that time He belongs to the poor moun-

tain
¬

whites and is a nephew of the fa-

mous
¬

Parson Hrowulow He was born
near Abingdon Va and his father died
when he was 12 years old leaving him
absolutely without money education or
aught else hut a stout heart He walked
200 miles to Nashville to sec his uncle
but he was given a cold reception which
Infused into him a savage determination
to make something of himself He went
to work at the first thing that offered
assisting a carpenter and then learned
the tinning business and became a good
workman Next he sold sewing machines
and then tombstones and began studying
law He had to quit this for a time to
support himself and became fireman ou a
railroad and then in an emergency Yan
an engine Then he found favor in the
sight of his distinguished uncle who made
him a reporter on his Knoxvillc paper
Then he bought a paper of his own at
Joneaville Tenn and in 1SS0 entered pol-

itics
¬

He is now serving his second term
in Congress and the Louisville Courier
Journal says that he is the greatest po-
litical

¬

boss that has appeared in the South
since the days of Andy Johnson and Win
Mahone He handled the McKinley boom
In Tennessee and was virtually the man-
ager

¬

in several Southern States where the
Republican vote was larger than had ever
been known before The Courier-Jour-n-

says that he has buried Evans be¬

yond resurrection

noN Chas A Towne nominee of the
Peoples party for Vice President an ¬

nounces that Imperialism will be the main
issue in the campaign Most of us would
be glad to have it so but we shall know
more about it after the engagement really
opens

INTEnriSETATIOK OK TOE ACT OF
MAT O

At last after more than two months of
anxious waiting we hear from the Inter-
ior

¬

Department as to the view it takes of
the pension legislation of the late session

of Congress The Secretary of the In-

terior

¬

writes to the Commissioner as fol-

lows

¬

secretarys instructions
Washington1 June 0 1000

Tun Commissioner of Pensions
Sir I have carefully considered your

request for instructions respecting the
proper administration of the pension act
of May It 100 Public No 01 which
reads as follows

AN ACT
In amendment of sections two and three

of an act entitled An act granting
pensions to soldiers and sailors who arc
incapacitated for the performance of
manual labor ind providing for pen ¬

sions to widows minor children ami
dependent parents approved June -- 7
1890
lie it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United Mates of
America in Congress assembled That sec-

tions
¬

two and three of an act entitled An
act granting pensions to soldiers and
sailors who are incapacitated for the per¬

formance of manual labor and providing
for pensions to widows minor children
and dependent parents be and the same
aiu hereby amended so as to read as fol-

lows
¬

Sec 2 That all persons who served 0
days or more in the military or naval
service of the United States during the
late war of the rebellion and who have
been honorably discharged therefrom and
who are now or who may hereafter be
suffering from any mental or physical dis-
ability

¬

or disabilities of a permanent
character not the result of their own
vicious habits which so incapacitates
them from the performance of manual la ¬

bor as lo lender them unable to earn a
support shall upon making due proof of
the fact according to such rules and reg-
ulations

¬

as the Secretary of the Interior
may provide be placed upontho list of
invalid pensioners of the United States
and be entitled to receive a pension not
exceeding 12 per month and not less than

0 per month proportioned to the degree
of inability to earn a support and in de-
termining

¬

such inability each and every
infirmity shall be duly considered and the
nggregate of the disabilities shown lie rat
ed and such pension shall commence from
tlie date of the tiling of the application m
the ISiirciiu of Pensions after the passage
of this act upon proof that the disability
or disabilities then existed and shall con
tinue during the existence or tne same
Provided That persons who are now re-
ceiving

¬

pensions under existing laws or
whose claims are pending in the Bureau
of Pensions may by application to the
Commissioner of Pensions in such form
as he may prescribe showing themselves
entitled thereto receive the benefits of
this act and nothing herein contained
shall be so construed as to prevent any
pensioner thereunder from prosecuting his
claim and receiving his pension under any
other general or special act Provided how
ever lhat no person shall receive more
than one pension for the same period
And provided further That rank in the
service shall not be considered in applica¬

tions filed under this act
Sec ii That if any officer or enlisted

man who served DO days or more in the
Army or Navy of the United States dur
ing the late war of the rebellion and who
was honorably discharged has died or
shall hereafter die leaving a widow with-
out

¬

means of support other than herflail- -

labor and an actual net income not ex ¬

ceeding 250 per year or minor children
under the age of 10 years such widow
shall upon due proof of her husbands
death without proving his death to be the
result or lns army service lie placed on
the pension roll from the date of the ap-
plication

¬

therefor under this act at the
rate of SS per mouth during her widow
hood and shall also be paid 2vcr month
for each child of such officer or enlisted
man under 10 years of age and in case
of the death or remarriage of the widow
leaving a child or children of such officer
or enlisted man under the age of 10 years
such pension shall be paid such child or
children until the age of 10 Provided That
in case a minor child is insane or other ¬

wise physically or mentally helpless the
pension shall continue during the life of
said child or during the period of such
disability and this proviso shall apply to
all pensions heretofore granted or here-
after to be granted under this or any
former statute and such pensions shall
commence from the date of application
therefor after the passage of this act
ilnJ provided further That said widow
shall have married said soldier prior to
the passage of the said act of June 27
1S90

Approved May 0 1000
In legal effect no change in meaning is

wrought in section 2 by its amendment
the only purpose of which was to remove
any remote justification for varying or
diverse constructions of the section by the
same or succeeding ollleers of the Pen ¬

sion Bureau such as were represented to
have occurred in the past Giving atten-
tion

¬

now to that portion of the section
which in the original and amended forms
is expressed in somewhat different words
it is clearly commanded that each and
every mental or physical-- infirmity of a
permanent character not the result of the
applicants own vicious habits shall be
duly considered and his right to a pen ¬

sion and the rate thereof shall be deter-
mined

¬

by the degiee to which all of these
infirmities whether minor or serious
when considered together render him un ¬

able to earn a support by manual labor
The change in section i is in the clause

a widow without means of support other
than her daily labor and an actual net
income not exceeding 20 per year This
change was made in conformity with the
rollowmg recommendation made by the
President in his last annual message to
the Congress

The Grand Army or the Republic at its
recent National Encampment held in
Philadelphia has brotisht to mv attention
and to that of the Congress the wisdom
and justice of a modification of the third
section of the act of June 27 lfcOO which
IHtivides pensions for the widows of of-
ficers

¬

and enlisted men who served 00
days or more during the war of the re-
bellion

¬

and were honorably discharged
provided that such widows are without
other means of support than their daily
labor and were married to the soldier
sailor or marine on account of whose ser-
vice

¬

they claim pension prior to the date
of the act

The present holding of the Department
is that if the widows income aside from
her daily labor does not exceed in amount
what her pension would be to wit 05
per annum she would be deemed to lie
without other means of support than her
daily labor anil would bo entitled to a
pen ion under this act while if the wid ¬

ows income independent of the amount
leceived iiy Her as tne result of her daily
hbor exceeds 05 she would not be pen ¬

sionable under the act I am advised
by the Commissioner of Pensions that the
amount or tlie income allowed before
title lo pension would be barred has va-
ried

¬

widely under different administra-
tions

¬

of tlie Pension Office as well as
during different periods of the same ad-
ministration

¬

and has been the cause of
just complaint and criticism

With the approval of the Seerctnrr if
the Interior the Commissioner of Pen ¬

sions recommends that in order to make
the practice at all times uniform and to
do justice to the dependent widow the
amount of income allowed independent of
the proceeds of her daily labor should be
not less than 250 per annum ami he
urges that the Congress shall so amend
the act as to permit the Pension Office
to grant pensionable status to widows un-
der

¬

the terms of the third section of the
act of June 27 1800 whose Income aside
from the proceeds of daily labor is not in
excess of 250 per annum I believe this
to be a simple act of justice and heartily
recommend it -

No discretion or judgment can now be
exercised by the officers of the Pension
Itureau in determining what income oth ¬

er than from her daily labor may lie pos ¬

sessed by a widow without disqualifyipg
her from receiving a pension under this
section If such income does not exceed

250 per annum she is not thereby dis-
qualified

¬

but if it exceeds that sum her
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disqualification is made absolute by the
statute

You will cause all applications for pen ¬

sion under this section heretofore re-
jected

¬

to be examined and in each in-

stance
¬

where the conditions shown if still
continuing bring the applicant within th
terms of this section as amended you will
notify the applicant of that fact and will
transmit to her a suitable blank applica-
tion

¬

simple in its arrangement and easily
understood upon which she may give the
necessary information ns to whether she
continues to be a widow and without
means of support other than her daily In
bor and an actual net income not exceed ¬

ing 250 per year AVhen this additional
information is received it will be consid-
ered

¬

and if it satisfactorily meets the re¬

quirements of section V as amended a pen ¬

sion will be allowed accordingly
Very respectfully
Signed E A Hitchcock

Secretary
We arc sincerely grateful to the Secre-

tary
¬

for many things that he has said in
this In the first place he takes the
proper view that the Act of May 0 1000
was not new pension legislation hut nicre
lv declaratory of the purpose of the Act
of June 27 1S70 This sustains the view
of The National Thihune and of all
friends of the veterans as to both acts
and estops a number of irritating difficul-

ties
¬

which were suggested nnd threatened
after the Act of May 9 became a law
For this we thank him again We now
go right along under the Act of June 27
with its original purpose made more ex-

plicit

¬

nnd mandatory All of the claim-

ants
¬

disabilities must now be taken into
account his allowance made commensu-
rate

¬

with their sum of impairment of his
physical strength This is what we have
claimed that the law meant was to be
done and the way that Commissioner
Raum construed it Commissioner Loch
rcn put another construction upon it

The Secretary also decides that the
clause in repaid to widows incomes is
similarly mandatory and that unless the
Government can show that the widow is
possessed of a net income other than the
proceeds of her daily labor exceeding
230 a pension must be allowed her The

Secretary goes still farther and directs
the re examination of the rejected claims
and the allowance of those which have
been rejected because tlie claimant may
have had an income of more than DG a
year

We wish that he had a similar explicit
direction in regard to the invalid claims
rejected under the Act of June 27 1890

Upon receipt of this letter tho Commis-

sioner
¬

issued the following instructions to
the Examining Surgeons

commissioners instructions
Supplemental instructions to Examining

Surgeons for their guidance in the ex-
amination

¬

of claimants for pension and
increase of pension under section 2 ot
tho act of June 27 1800 amended by
act of May 9 1000
Department or the Interior

Bureau ok Pensions
Washington D C June 150 1000

Circular
Section 2 of the act of June 27 1800

as amended by tho act of May 9 1000
reads as follows

Here follows the act of May 9 1000
When an order for medical examina ¬

tion under this section is issued by the
Bureau it will so state upon its face

The basis of ratings under this section
is inability to earn a support by manual
labor due to any mental or physical dis-
ability

¬

or disabilities of a permanent char-
acter

¬

not the result or the claimants own
vicious habits There are no schedule
rates for incapacity resulting from any
separate or combined disabilities If a
pension is allowed under this section it
will be cither for 0 8 10 or 12 per
month 0 being the minimum and 12 the
maximum

The act of April 4 1000 requires that
the report of Examining Surgeons shall
specifically slate the rating to which in
their judgment the claimant is entitled
This will be determined by giving due con ¬

sideration to cadi and every infirmity
and rating the degiee or extent to which
all of these infirmities whether minor or
serious when considered together render
the claimant unable to earn a support by
manual labor The result will be stated
as 0 8i 10 or 12 per month and not
as 0 18 8 1S 10 18 etc nor should tfierc
be a separate rating of separate disabili-
ties

¬

as heretofore
When in the judgment of the Examin ¬

ing Surgeons the aggregate of the dis-
abilities

¬

disables the claimant in a de ¬

gree materially affecting his capacity for
earning a support by manual labor the
minimum rate of 0 per month will be
stated and when the claimant is wholly
unable to earn a support or nearly so by
icason of his infirmities the maximum
rate of 12 per month will be stated For
intermediate degrees of disability the rate
of X or 10 per month will be stated
accoiding to the degree of disability

Hear in mind that the maximum rate
of pension under this section is 12 per
month and that even if the claimant
should be so disabled as to require the
tfgiilar aid and attendance of another per¬

son a higher rate cannot be allowed and
should not be recommended

The age of the claimant is an important
factor in fixing the rate A claimant who
has reached the age of 75 years is allowed
the maximum rate for senility alone even
where there are no special pensionable dis-
abilities A claimant who has attained
the age of 05 years is allowed at least the
minimum rate unless he appears lo have
unusual vigor and ability for the perform
ance ot manual lanor in one or tliat age
The effect of partial senility should be
considered with other infirmities where
there are such and the aggregate inca
pacity rated

The certificate must slate whether the
several infirmities are permanent and
whether they are the result of the claim-
ants

¬

own vicious habits Only those
which are of a permanent character and
not the lesult of the claimants own vi-

cious
¬

habits can be e isidered in fixing
the rate

The certificate must give a full and ac
curate description of each and every dis
ability in accordance with general instruc-
tions

¬

issued Feb Hi 1900
It is desirable for the proper adjudica ¬

tion of the claim that each report of ex-
amination

¬

shall contain an exact pen pic
ture of the condition of the claimant and
an accurate and painstaking diagnosis of
Ins lulirimties m such detail as to medi ¬

cal terms and descriptions as will enable
the medical ollicers of the Iiureau to de ¬

termine accurately the condition of the
claimant

II Clay Evans Commissioner
Approved

E A Hitchcock
Secretary of the Interior

This is more technical than important
Its only practical value is- - to direct the
Surgeons to combine the effect of the dis-

abilities
¬

and pronounce upon the result
upon the claimants ability to earn a sup-
port

¬

by manual labor Practically the
Examining Surgeons have always been do-
ing

¬

this in their statements of the aggre¬

gate disabilities they found upon exami-
nation

¬

The main complaint has not been
upon the Examining Surgeons ratings but
the way their reports have been treated
in the Pension Uureau Tho Rurean has
cut down or absolutely rejected the Ex
amiuiiig Surgeons estimates as to what
the claimant was entitled to This has
been a bitter grievance in the minds of
the veterans Tlie real remedy must come
from reform in the practices of the Bu
leau There is uo hint that this will be
done
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Through to Our Lines
Tho long afternoon passed away with

the cranky old locomotive still laboring
slowly northward

Every turn of tho worn uneven wheels
hrought a jolt n clatter as if of some-
thing

¬

breaking a shriek of grinding un
oiled axles and a visiblo straining of tho
engines powers Tho track was so sunk-
en

¬

uneven and warped as to gauge that
it seemed strango that engine or cars
stayed on The strap rails would occa-
sionally

¬

turn up into snake heads which
would tear up tho boards on the bottom
of the cars and scare the inmates with
tho danger of stabbing them and wreck-
ing

¬

tho cars until tho engine could be
stopped and backed tho rail released and
spiked down again Then the water tanks
had cither rotted down or tho pumps
were out of order The engine seemed to
want to drink as often as a lazy school-
boy

¬

on a hot afternoon and every time a
creek wns handy the two hard worked ne ¬

groes on the tender would replenish the
tnnk Jjy carrying up water in buckets
Then there were no wood piles and the
engineer stopped whenever he discovered
i iciice cuiiier sun suuiuiufc in nikvij

lot of ileadwood anywhere while the ne ¬

groes cut it and piled it on the tender
They call this railroading said

Shorty scornfully Taint as good as
pole beating in high water on the Mud
Turtle River If I couldnt take a wash
biler and a set of wheels and tiuker up a
better ruilroad than this out of any junk
shop in St Louis I hope I may never
see the back o my neck

And see them niggers chop said Si
with the disgust of a genuine skillful
Western axmaii I think papd have a
fit if he seen any one on his place swing
an ax like that I believe I could gnaw
a log in two with my teeth while theyre
cutting it and their kerfs must look like
the sides of a rat hole How in the name
o goodness did they ever git this coun
try cleared with sicu timiier nuiciiers as
themV

They haint cleared it up to any alarm
imr extent responded Shorty and
theyve bin inorn 200 years at it If them
niggers was up in Injianny they d freeze
to death while cutting wood to warm
themselves

Their imnatience was mollified how
ever by seeing signs everywhere that
they were approaching the main rebel
army and presumably that of Sherman

AVhenevcr the country roads came in
view they were filled with wagons haul
ing forward supplies or going bacic ror
more They passed trains on sidings
loaded with lean long horned cattle the
sight of which excited Sis derision

Thcywouldntrlct sich rusty stock as
that live to eat upt the acorns and beech
nuts and urfekeyes up in Injianny said
he Theyre all Jhorns nnd skin and
bones If the rcbelsd only butcher em
where they git cm and send on just the
meat theyd save1 carrying ubout 000
pounds out o every 1000

Most gratifying were signs increasing
in frequency which1 told to their sol- -
ilinrlir pvou tvlinrrv mr nnvnlrv tinil Klip- -
cceded in reaching tlie railroad They
finally came to Joyejoy Citation where
there had been terrific cavalry and in ¬

fantry fighting Jiily 29 and I0 Wild
havoc marked a vyjdc extent The depot
with a large amount of cotton and pro
visions liadliecn burned together witn
hundreds of wagons and the unburied
carcasses of the mules made a horrible
stench CMiids ot buzzards were wad ¬

dling around gorging themselves The
track had been torn up for a mile or two
and hastily iclaid with green stringers
and ties Trees had been cut wholly or
partially off by shot and shells and the
weeds and brush tramped down by the
furious rushes of horsemen and infantry

First lime I ever wanted to belong to
the cavalry said Shorty gazing on the
broad range of blackened ruins Seems
to me that a man on a boss with one o
them runty half zrowed carbines that
you load up Sunday to last the whole
week km scatter more various kinds o
hell over a bigger stretch o ground than
he kin on foot with a Snringficld rifle
There couldnt have bin a great many of
our boys here but they give them rebels
an awful rassle anil raised as much par
ticular Cain as a full army- - corps could vc
done Great boys them cavalrymen of
ours

Id like to sec the whole of Georgy
in the same condition said Si savagely

Even that wouldnt begin to pay up for
Andersonvillc

Some hours later they came to Jones
boro where the fate of Atlanta had been
decided by their own old Fourteenth
Corps Hinging its mighty weight in a re
sistless war torrent against the works
which had protected Hoods remaining
railroad and his extreme left flank It
was the strong crushing blow which had
toppled the rebel hopes into cureless ruin
and changed tlie jubilations in Atlanta
into white lipped terror over the inevita-
ble

¬

doom Rut though the event had
been infinitely greater than at Love joys
Station the black far reaching wrack
and ruin were not so impressive There
were the long lilies of red earthworks
over which the fight had raged so fear-
fully

¬

that September afternoon with
their tangling abatis and obstructions
that had cost such a sad reckoning of
high souled patriotic lives and there were
wiecked houses and shattered trees and
numerous carcasses of horses and mules
Rut what to soldier eyes told the tale
most impressively were the long rows or
newly made graves scarring the hillsides
Ravaged fields and houseless chimneys
and foundations had no tongues so elo¬

quent as the length of those lines of clay
mounds

What had encouraged the boys even
more than the uninterrupted progress
northward was the conduct of the guards
Ou the way to Amlcrsonville there were
guards in and on top of every car every
movement of tho prisoners was sternly
wafched and every order enforced by lev-
eling

¬

a gun Several men were shot on
the way down and many more shot at
Now there was only a handful of guards
under a Lieutenant and they seemed so
indifferent as to what the prisoners might
do that they all --went back into the ca ¬

boose and stayed there
Mebbe theV think its no use guarding

us suggested Sr JThero is nothing to
steal after our cavalry and the rebels has
bin over the country and it a man run
away hed strirvb to death before hed
git very far

While therwere ivaiting at one of the
creeks for the negroes to fill up the tank
with their buckets Si and Shorty took the
boys down to thewater for a good wash
which they sadly needed since the heat
dust and grime frerc fearful They
cleansed out Ietes and Sandys gan-
grenous

¬

sores teiiderly with soft paw paw
leaves and applied Alf Russells favorite
prescription of tt poultice of white ouk
bark bound tin tfith paw paw strips

The engineer of the train came up to
them wipinliisliands on a piece of cot-
ton

¬

waste iiVthe perfunctory manner of
his tribe He east a glance nround to see
that all the guards were about the ca ¬

boose out of earshot and their attention
directed elsewhere The negroes too
were at some distance He pulled out his
knife and looking around as if searching
for a withe of some kind to use on the
ensrine stepped behind a screen of bushes
and with a quick motion of his head in ¬

dicated a desire for Si to come up to Uim
where they would be out of sight

Where are you fellers from he
asked

From Injianny answend Si
So I thought I overheard some of you

say back there apiece From what part
of Indiana

From Rean Blossom Crick down on
the lower Wabash

Gracious I come from Evausvillc my-
self

¬

I began railroading on the old
Evansville Terre Haute candy- -
butcher and paper boy Then I got a job
king on the Ohio Mississippi We

---

SfflP

useJ to tako water at Bean Blossom
Crick remember the place well

Tho thunder you did snid SI de-
lightedly

¬

Why you must know lots of
folks that I do Remember old Whazzle
that run the hot nir numping engine

Yes but this ain t no timo for miscel ¬

laneous chinning I must talk mighty
quick for if them rebels ketch me talking
with you Ill get it and then itll all be
n p You see they watch us engineers
like hnwks and theyve got to Worc all
from the North Nono of theso clay-eater- s

down heros got senso enough to run
an engine The boys are giving them the
jump nnd skipping to the Yankee lines
every chance they get until they aint
half enough engineers in tho South to do
the work Theyve shot and hung sev-
eral

¬

that they caught skipping but that
only lessens tho number of engineers
Dont make any moro for them Lots
more o tho boysd vamooso if they didnt
have their families down here Now
listen Im dead set to get away Gant
you help me Cant you work me through
with your squad

Well do our durncd best answered
Si with cordial acquiescence

Good responded the engineer joy-
fully

¬

Were not going to get up to East
Point where tho exchange takes place
until some time in tho night Ill see that
we dont get there any too early even it
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Ive Got Yankee togs Said the Engineer
that old jerkwater thrashing machine
could make it Ive got some Yankee
togs in my box on the engine which I
can put on

Yes chimed in SI whose mind was
acting quickly for he saw the Lieutenant
sauntering down toward the engine prob-
ably to see why the train did not start

Your names Tom Radbone you belong
to Co Q 200th Injianny Volunteer In-
fantry Capt company
you was taken at the charge on Kenesaw
27th of June and you belonged in An-
dersonvillc to the First Squad tho Four-
teenth Detachment Got all that

Tom Radbone Co Q 200th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry Cnpt
company captured in the charge of Kene-
saw June 27 belonged in Andersonville
to the First Squad of the Fourteenth De-
tachment repeated the engineer slowly

Thats all right Say over and over
agin till you git it pat and kin rattle It
off without batting an eye Well work
you through if theres a quarter chance
Mind your eye now Here comes the
Loot

The engineer who had cut a hickorj
sprout while he was talking trimmed it
as lie deliebrately walked toward his en-
gine

Why aint yo gwine on engineer
asked the Lieutenant rather crossly

Seems ter me yro allers takin water
an a long time doin hit every time

dont know of no way running an
engine without giving her all the water
she needs responded the engineer coolly

The niggersve bin totin the water up
as fast as they could They aint no
steam force pumps

Whatre yo doin off yer injine any
way and down thar in the brush foolin
away yer time

wasnt foolin away my time re-
sponded the engineer sharply Ive got
a link on thar thats bound to give away
and likely to do it any minute I was
hiintin a good withe to hold things to-
gether until we kin git through

Si overhearing the conversation no-
ticed how the engineer when speaking
to the Lieutenant instinctively adopted
the tone and pronunciation of the South
while when speaking to him his articulation

was that of his native Indiana
Well git on yer injine and lets start

for the Lords sake said the Lieutenant
Weuns wont git nothin ter eat till we

iiiis git back an wctinsH starve ter
death at this rate

It seems as if we are certainly going
right straight to our lines Shorty said
Si after they had talked over the mat-
ter of the engineer and discussed ways
and means of working him through the
lines with their squad Ive never felt
dead certain of it till this minute Weve
bin disappointed so often that it seemed
to me something might turn up to block
us Rut now its as sure as anything kin
be that if this train keeps on running
well land with old Sherman before many
hours have to catch hold myself to
keep from just jtimpin up and down and
hollering I wonder what part of our
lines well come into I wonder wholl
bo there Wouldnt be just too great
if we should strike our old division Itd
be too good if we should strike our old
brigade the first thing nnd find the 1st
Oslikosh or the Maumec Muskrats or the
Kankakee Railsplitters or even that new
Michigan regiment that just came in

Anybody in blue clothes who carries a
gun Ml do me answered Shorty But
what Ive bin Ihinkiif of is that were a
mighty sick looking gang to go around
where there are any decent soldiers We
wouldnt allow sich raft scarecrows
as we are to even go back among the
teams Just lpok at ns wont you

Well confess I haint bin thinking
much about looks said Si taking real-
ly survey for the first time

But should say that if we wuz put up
at auction our looks we wouldnt bring
constables sale prices In fact I dont
think ever saw a tougher looking gang

roustabouts anywhere
Shorty had long ago lost even the apol-

ogies for shoes which ho had worn into
prison nnd with them had gone nearly
all of his pantaloons up to his knees nnd
of his shirt sleeves to his elbows His
generous sized feet nnd hairy limbs never
were pretty in their best estate and this
was far from being their best estate His
shock of red hair was tangled and mat-
ted and on it lay a ragged hat made of
the boughs of the long leaved pine The
skin of his face was peeling off from the
poisoning and the fringe ot red beard on
iiis face ragged and bleached by the sun
into discordant shades Si had the rem-
nants of what had once been shoes on his
feet and held on by strips of bark but
as to the rest ho was tattered and di-

lapidated match for his partner He was
only worse frazzled than the rest of the
squad because there was much more of
him to frazzle

They had lost so much time that the
Lieutenant was told to stop his train on

switch mile or two out to get out of
the way of the train expected from the
front with exchanged rebel prisoners and
wait there till morning

You uns kin git outen the kyars an
lay down the ground if yd ruther
said the Sergeant of tho Guard to the
boys when the train finally stopped

But aint you going to give some
thing to eat asked Si We haint had
nothin since yesterday and were almost
starved

Thar haint nothin fer you uns We
expected ter make yer lines ter day an
no rations wuz allowed fer you uns You
uns If jist have ter tucker hit out until

you tins git ter yer folks ter morrer
While Si and Shorty were yetdigesting

this pisnial announcement tho expected
train from the front camo along loaded
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with exchanged rebels It was stopped
there and the men assorted up into squads
by tho light of pitch pine fires to go to
their various commands Si nnd Shorty
studied them nnd contrasted their condi-
tion with their own All seemed well fed
and well clothed and to have been great-
ly

¬

benefited by a period of rest in the
comfortable barracks and well policed
prison camp3 of the North where they
had had an abundance to eat and more
facilities for keeping clean than they
cared to use They were all ready for
immediate field duty Each had on his
feet a pair of substantial shoes and car-
ried a large bundle in which was a good
blnnkct all gifts from tho generous Gov-
ernment

¬

they were fighting to destroy
Everyone carried a haversack which had
been filled with food before they had
started from our lines

Think them whelps having the
gracelessness to go right back to morrow
to fightin the Government said Si af-
ter nil that theyve seen and got

Theres some kind curs that the bet-
ter you feed and treat em the quicker
they are to take the first chance to bite
you responded Shorty Just give us
the whack theyvo been bavin at Uncle
Sams rations nnd well take the fight
out o them in short order

As things quieted down for the night
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the engineer slipped up to them through
the darkness lie was greatly acitated
the change by which the Union lines were
to be approached in daylight seemed to
frustrate his plans He declared he
would almost rather die than go back with
his train

Talk about Andersonville being so
bad he said It is only a little worse
than the rest of tbe infernal Southern
Confederacy and not so much worse than
railroading I ve been just as much a
prisoner for the last three years as you
have been and without any hone of ex
change I may have had a little more to
cat than you had at Andersonville but
Ive bin worked at all hours of the day
and night and worse n theyd work any
of their niggers and all for nothin What
they call my wages wont hardly buy me
prison grnb I take my life in my hands
every minute I am on that crazy old scrap
heap of an engine and then tbe way I m
lorded over by every ignorant Yahoo with
chicken guts on his sleeves like that Lieu
tenant back there makes me so hot at
times that I can hardly keep from piling
up the whole train in tbe bottom of a
river and killing everybody on board Ill
certainly do it if they keep me here an-
other

¬

month
I feel pretty spre we kin work yon

through somehow- - even If it is daylight
said Si Cant we Shorty

Well if we cant I hope I may never
see tho back o my neck responded
Shorty awakened to the fullest interest
by the double opportunity of helping a
Union man and of hurting the rebels If
we cant beat this gang of dumb rebel
steers in a little game of that kind Ill
swear off gaming

They put their heads together to con-
coct

¬

a scheme which could not and must
not fail The engineer had been up
there before and had some knowledge of
the way things were conducted The
train would rnn up to a short distance of
a line of rebel guards stretching across
the track A few rods in front of them
and facing them was a similar line of
Union guards The Yankee prisoners
would get off the train and pass through
the lilies in single file between a rebel and
a Union officer who checked their names
as they were called and the men an-
swered

¬

and passed
Thatll be all right said Si I put

Tom Radbones name on my list which
I made out for the rebels down there at
Andersonville Tom belonged to our com-
pany

¬

and was killed just ns we entered
the abatis in the charge at Kenesaw But
I put his name down because there was
one of tho fellers who worked on the
tunnel with us that we wanted to take
along but he was too sick to be moved
and was left behind You just wash that
smut offen your face and hands and kiv
ver em with common dirt and put on
them Yankee togs you spoke of throw
away your shoes fall in with us and
answer to that name and youll go
through all right

I couldve done that all right if wed
ve come up in the night as we expected
for 1dve dodged around sames Im do-
ing

¬

now But a couple o the boys that
went up ahead o me skipped and now
the rebels are keen that I shant I heard
them give orders to the Lieutenant to put
a man on the enjine with me when we
got near the lines and not to let me leave
the cab until Id run the train clear back
here

This did not daunt Si or Shorty but
called for still more careful planning
Nearly the rest of the night was spent in
prcpa ration

Shorty had once fired for a few days
on a locomotive and gained some knowl-
edge

¬

of the rudiments of engine running
It was decided that they would all get into
the next var to the locomotive and that
the train should stop at some convenient
placo just before the rebel line was
reached and he and the engineer change
places Shorty run the engine down stay
on until the engineer was safely across
the line and then come up demand his
place and go through with the rear of the
batch of prisoners

Shorty and the engineer were of some ¬

what the same age hight and build The
engineer brought a pair of shears from his
box with which he cropped Shortys hair
and beard to about the same stubble
length as his own He had an extra pair
of old over alls and a capacious pair of
carpet slippers which he had Worn when
his feet and legs had become swollen from
long standing These Shorty put on and
smeared himself liberally with engine
grime The engineer used his last piece
of his carefully treasured soap in remov ¬

ing from himself every trace of his char-
acteristic

¬

soiling which he replaced with
a soldierly sweated dust

The next thing was to manage the
guard in the cab Shorty was in the mood
for braining him with the monkey wrench
and throwing his body off in tbe ditch
but it was finally decided that when the
engine stopped Si should do something to
engage his attention and get him off the
engine when it would be started without
him

The train was started early the next
morning and ran along to within two
miles of the rebel line when it came to a
sharp curve to the left This hid the
right side of the engine from the view
from the caboose The engineer jumped
off to this side oil can nnd wrench in
hand and walked to the rear truck aud
stooped down ns if to scrutinize something
that had gone wrong there Instantly
Shorty was by his side nnd some light-
ning

¬

transformations of garments were
made in the shadow of the overhanging
trucks

At the same moment Si leaning far out
of the car door called to the guard

Say guard do you like honey

V

Yer monty right I do Like hit best o
any thing in tho world cept ole peach
brandy

Well I kin show yon where yon kla
git a barI of it Never seen sich a bee
tree before in my life and Ive bin a great
bee hunter ever since I was knee high
Great Scott but shes a big one

Whar is hit Which way Is hit
asked the guard straining his eyes In tha
direction Si was looking and pointing

Right over there not morcn a hun¬
dred rods away Come back here andyou kin see it plain

The guard full of eagerness jumped
down and ran back to Si

There said Si pointing with thogreatest earnestness See that big shcll
bark with the top Mowed out Now
over to the left a rod or two youll see a
big sweet gum

Yes I see Vmr answered tho gnard
Well right lietwixt cm a fvr rods

further on is a big sycamore Its just
swarming with Iices and theyre flying to
it from every direction Look up there
See cm flying that way thick as muakc
toes

The guard cast his eyes upward In
search of the honey bearers so plain toDis
eyes lie had it firm belief in the teen
eyed bee hunters

The two negroes were on the ground
with him straining their eyes in the same
direction

At that moment Shorty who had
climbed on the engine wrench and oil can
in hand rang the bell and pulled the lev
or the throttle The train started wiUt
a bound There was no time for the
guard to get back Encumbered with his
musket he grabbed nt several cars befora
he succeeded in catching one and clhnbea
in with the assistance of the prisoners
The negroes got on later and climbed to
the top ot the cars where they sat until
the engine should stop

The engine made good time for the rest
of the distance and almost ran over tho
guard stationed on the track for Shorty
had become so excited at the sight of tho
Flag floating in among the trees and tha
line of armed men in blue uniforms thas
he felt impelled to run over a rebel by
way of celebrating the occasion But habrought the engine to a stand still amid
a chorus of yells from the guards and
orders from the officers mingled with
sonic disparaging remarks about th

Yankee engineer
The overjoyed boys poured off the car

and feasted their eyes on the sight of th9Flag and our men
Fall in men Fall Into single line at

once with the right resting here said
rebel officers with business promptitude
Hurry up for weve no time to waste
The boys needed no second bidding Si

took his stand at the place indicated with
the engineer next to him and the rest im-
mediately

¬

behind
Forward march commanded the

rebel Call out your names as you come
up ter them men with pens and papers
and wait thar till they tell you ter go
ahead

I05ihKISS said Si Sergeant Co
Q 200th Injianny Volunteer Infantry

Right Go ahead said the tally man
Thos Radbone Co Q 200th Injianny

Volunteer Infantry said the engineer
with a perceptible shake in his voice

The tallymen had to hunt down to tha
end of Sis list before they found it

Right Go ahead
Montgomery Scruggs Henry Joslvn

Alfred Russell Gideon Mackall Alexander
Baker and Peter Skidmore were passed
and checked off

Wheres Corporal Daniel Elliott In-
quired

¬

one of the checkers Hes in your
squad and should be herei

He raustve got in another car Hell
be along soon answered Si pressing on
toward where the Flag floated

To be continued

Tiie National Tribune submitted a
list of questions to Commissioner Evans
as to his practice under the amended
laws He wrote his answer to each and
we give them herewith

1 If a soldier or sailor of the war of
the rebellion served 00 days and has been
honorably discharged and had pending on
May 0 1000 an application for pension
under the act of June 27 1S90 will he be
required to file a formal application un
der the act of May 9 1000 in order to
secure the benefits of the liberal rating
allowed under the act of May 9 1000

Answer Law says he shall not ne-
cessary

¬

2 If such a soMier or sailor has here-
tofore

¬

applied for a pension under the act
of June 27 1900 and his claim has been
rejected either before May 9 1000 or
since that date on the ground that ha
is not disabled in a ratable degree will
ho be required to file a formal application
under the act of May 9 1000 in order to
secure the reconsideration of his case un¬

der the liberal ratings allowed under the
act of May 0 1000

Answer Yes t
5 If a soldier or sailor is pensioned un ¬

der the act of June 27 1800 and had
pending on May 9 1000 an application
for an increase of his pension in which
case he had been examined prior to May
0 1000 will he be required to file a for-
mal

¬

application under the act of May 9
1000 in order to get the benefits of said
act

Answer No
1 If a soldier or sailor is pensioned un ¬

der the act of June 27 IsOO and had
pending on May 9 1000 an application
for an increase of pension although ha
had not been examined by Board of Sur¬
geons until after May 9 1000 will he bo
icquired to file a formal application un ¬

der the act of May 9 1900 in order to
get the benefits of said act

Answer No
5 Will a pension be allowed under tha

act of May 9 10C0 for a lesser degree
of disability than under the practice that
obtained prior to that date in the consid-
eration

¬

of invalid claims for pension filed
under the act of June 27 ISOO

Answer Same practice prevails

There is far more hope in this than In
anything that has emanated from tho
Pension Bureau for a long time In tho
first place a man having an application
now pending before the Bureau will not bo
required to file anew but can continue to
prosecute his claim and save his arrears
But if his claim has been rejected ha
must file a new claim Since the Secre-
tary

¬

has decided that the Act of May 0
is not new legislation superseding the old
we will still have the benefit of the Act
of March 0 1S00 giving him arrears from
the date or the original filing of his
claim

Now the main thing is the actual work ¬

ing of the Bureau under these new rules
That is in fact everything We have
had rules and orders before We shall
have to wait and see the way thev aro
carried out

Tun 0th U S has a history dating
from 1S55 when it was organized with
Geo Wright of Vermont as Colonel It
was stationed on the Pacific Coast dur¬

ing the rebellion In 1SC0 the 27th U S
was consolidated with iu The 27th had
a brilliant record in the Army of tho
Cumberland reaching from Corinth
through all the fighting of that army to
Jonesboro All the field officers when the
regiment went to China were men who
had risen from the ranks Col Liscnni
had been a private in the 1st Vt Lieut
Col Chas A Coolidge a private in the
10th U S Maj Jesse M Lee a private
in the 59th Ind Maj Morris C Foote a
private in the Hth N Y and Maj Jas
Regan a musician in the 2d U S Cant
John P Finley was a private in the Sig
nal uorps unpr a y urewstcr a Vo-
lunteer

¬

A O M in the Snanish war
Capt John M Sigworth a private in Bat-
tery

¬

L 1st U S Art- - Lieut Edgar
Jvoehier a private in the th U S Ueut
II F Rethers a private in the 1st U S
Lieut F L Munson a private in the Gth
Ti S Lieut J B Schoeffel a Drivate in
the 0th U S Lieut W R Nay lor a Sec-
ond

¬

Lieutenant in the 14th Minn Lieut
E It Uibson a private m the Oth U S
Lieut E ABumnus a Drivate in the 1st
Mass II A Spanish war Second Lieut
Reuben Smith a Second Lieutenant in tho
14th Minn Spanish war Second Lieut
F R Lang Sergeant Major 1st Me
Second Lieut W II Waldrou Q M
Serireant 2d W Va Second Lieutenant
Allen Smith Corporal 1st Wash Sec-
ond

¬

Lieut Chas S Foster Sergeant 1st
N D
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